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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

One of the lines in the Rostrum Promise is “I will defend freedom of speech in the community”. We all said this
when we joined our Rostrum Club but what does it mean? Unlike the USA, we do not have a Bill of Rights so
this Freedom of Speech is not spelt out in a single document, but this is not necessarily a bad thing.
Like all of our freedoms, it is conditional that when we exercise these so called rights, we must ensure we do
not impact on the rights of others. We exercise freedom of speech on the proviso that we do not break other
laws designed to protect us. We cannot say anything that will jeopardise national security. I am sure the
members of Club 25 based at the Defence Science and Technology Organisation are very aware of this limitation. We also must be aware that whenever we speak we must ensure we do not breach the laws of libel
and slander. We also must ensure that we do not break any Federal or State discrimination laws. These laws
have been put in place to protect the rights of minority groups such as the disabled, people who have come
to our country from overseas, members of our indigenous population and people who identify as part of the
LGBTQI movement.
Freedom of Speech may be a right but it comes with responsibility. Some of our members join Rostrum so they
can be an advocate for social reform. As stated in our constitution, Rostrum is non-political and non-sectarian.
In Rostrum we are happy to train members to develop their skills to enable them to further their ideas on all
sides of the political spectrum. Section 3.1 c of the SA & NT Rostrum Constitution also states “Nothing in the
foregoing shall prevent the expression of political or religious beliefs by any members provided that the fellowship of Rostrum is not thereby endangered. “
I believe we can challenge the beliefs of our members at times but we also have to respect those beliefs that
are different to our own. Another important line in the Rostrum Promise is “I promise to submit myself to the
discipline of this Rostrum Club.” Sometimes this means that if I am given a topic such as “Sovereign Wealth
Management”, I should research and speak to this topic even if I am out of my comfort zone. As I found out a
long time ago, I cannot speak about cricket all the time!
Rostrum Fellowship is a very important part of why we belong to Rostrum, so please consider the impact of
what you say next time you stand up to speak.
Rod Ellis

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 14TH

The event previously known as ICOM!

MARCH 30TH 2019

Club 22 Anniversary

“”I WILL DEFEND FREEDOM-OFSPEECH IN THE
COMMUNITY”
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EDITOR’S LETTER
This edition of WORD is suffering from a personality crisis: it is officially the November issue, it is finally coming out in December, and the size of it makes one think it
is, in fact, “the September issue” (ask a Vogue reader if you don’t get the allusion!).
This is a bumper edition with end-of-year news, beginning of next year news and
anything in between news. If it’s not happening at Rostrum...it’s just not happening!
This is also my last edition as editor. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has supported me on my editing journey. From the January edition,
Shirley Dawkins, of club 22 will be taking the reins. Thank you Shirley, for taking on
this busy job, and I wish you all the best with this new endeavour.

“ Many thanks to all
who have walked the
Rostrum walk with me
over the last few
years”

Sadly, I will also be stepping away from Rostrum as a whole, at least for next year.
Other commitments and priorities have seen me notable by my absence at Club 20
meetings (sorry gang!) and I don’t see that situation improving any time soon. I
have had a blast with Rostrum , honing skills, and gaining a few extra ones along
the way. I certainly hope to get back to the occasional meeting and special event,
as a guest.
Many thanks to all who have walked the Rostrum walk with me over the last few
years. Keep supporting your club and the wider DAIS community by attending, participating, watching, supporting and spreading the WORD...see what I did there???
Much love to you all
Tracey Korsten
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GENDERS-WISHART TROPHY DEBATE
Spring marks the season of the annual debate between Rostrum Clubs 7 and 9 for the honour of winning the Genders –
Wishart Trophy, kindly donated by Fmn Robin Genders and Spkr Richard Wishart to encourage the art of debate and engender
fellowship between the clubs. Every contest is closely fought, and this year’s debate was no exception. Club 9 hosted the debate and chose the topic “The Bard (Shakespeare) is Better than the Bart (Simpson)” with the choice of sides given to Club 7.
Club 9 traditionally arranges the adjudication through the SA Debating Association and this year, Gordon Wicks accepted the
challenge. Gordon is a very experienced debater who has competed at national level.
Somewhat surprisingly, Club 7 chose the negative argument, but it proved to be a winner! Club 9 were ably represented by
Daniel McLean, Iqbal Maddakatel and Steve McClure while Nathan Rout-Pitt, Sebastian Szczepanski and Vincent Mraz successfully represented Club 7.
Both teams presented their arguments very well, with fine examples of the wit and language attributed to their subjects, but
the final result was a narrow victory to the negative team, who can retort “Eat my shorts!”

Tom Whitworth,
President, Adelaide Rostrum Club 9

DEBATING TEAMS FOR CLUBS 7 AND 9 WITH ADJUDICATOR GORDON WICKS (CENTRE).
WINNERS: CLUB 7
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VOICE OF YOUTH REPORT 2018

I am pleased to report, your VOY Team, is busy planning for your event for next year.
Key Dates
The following dates have been determined:Voice of Youth entries will close on
Tuesday April 2nd
Film Evening
To be advised
Training Day
Saturday April 27th
Mount Gambier Heat/s
Wednesday May 8th
Darwin Heat/s
Thursday May 9th
City Heats
Saturday May 11th
Semi-Final Heats
Saturday May 25th
Zone Final
Saturday June 22nd
National Final
Saturday July 27th (To be confirmed)
As always, I urge all Rostrum members to diarise these dates. I could say, I hope to have your support again in 2019 but in actual fact, I must
have your support or VOY cannot function. So, I therefore thank you all in anticipation.

Venues
The following venues have been secured or are in the process of being secured: Training Day
Knightsbridge Church (lounge/kitchen area)
Mount Gambier Heat/s
Grant High School
City Heats
Immanuel College
Semi-Finals
Immanuel College
Zone Final
Parliament House
National Final
Hobart (details to come)
Other
On-Line Registration System
The On-Line Registration System will continue to be used and I am pleased to advise our National Webmaster and National VOY Coordinator
are working on fixing the “tiring” problems experienced earlier this year when we used it for the first time.
Heat Processes
We are once again looking at how we run heats – there is always room to improve and we are looking at ways to further simply the processes.
VOY Team
Your VOY team will continue in their roles: Heather Layton, VOY Student Coordinator, Brenda McKenzie, VOY Treasurer and Alan Strickland,
who organises the many many Kits, Certificates and Trophies. Malcolm Hill has again agreed to set up our venues. Thank you, Heather, Brenda, Alan and Malcolm.
Einer Herringe
VOY Coordinator
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IS THERE A ROSTRUM IN HEAVEN ?

Young Stan was friends with Bertie.
They joined a Rostrum Club
That met on every Friday
Down at a local pub.
They never missed a meeting
—Not even when retired.
At length —for life is fleeting—
Their use-by dates expired.
Old Bert was taken sickly;
They rushed him to Ward Eight.
Old Stan arrived there quickly.
He asked, “How are you mate?”
“I’ve got this burning question,”
Bert gasped with failing breath,
“It’s turned into obsession:
Is there Rostrum after death?”
“If there’s Rostrum where you’re going,”
Stan said, as Bert lay dying,
“Please find a way of showing,
By sending me a sign.”

Bert’s heart machine stopped beeping,
And straightway he was dead.
… That Tuesday, Stan was sleeping,
Safe snuggled up in bed,
When came a flash of lightning!
“What’s that?” old Stanley moaned.
“It’s your old mate, Bert Whiting,”
A ghostly voice intoned.
“There’s Rostrum Clubs galore
Inside the pearly gates.
I’ve joined Club Three once more
To be with our old mates.
“We hear some lovely speeches,
The chairman’s always nice,
The critic never bitches,
And gives us great advice.
“The blokes pay rapt attention
And cheer each time I speak!
— Just one thing I should mention:
You’re rostered for next week.”
B. Dwyer
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ALBERT APPONYI COMPETITION
The Albert Apponyi Contest is structured so that each speaker has just eight minutes to prepare a three-minute short notice speech. The topics are carefully prepared in pairs so that
contestants can choose one of two speeches to speak to. This year the topics were prepared
by Fmn Peter Martindale. Thanks Peter.
Thanks also to the adjudicators Fmn Rod Ellis, Fmn Gillian Kirkbride and Fmn Ian Drummond.
This year’s winner was Mithun Nagalingompillai Subha from Club 22. I didn’t know Mithun
so I asked Gabi for some help.
Mithun came to Adelaide from southern India in 2015 for further university study. He completed his Masters in Engineering Management last year at the University of South Australia
studying with Professor Andrew Downing. In class Freeman Andrew talked about Rostrum
and the benefits of joining a club. He explained about both the personal development it provides and the business aspects and gave the students a set of club minutes as an example.
Acting on that information Mithun joined Club 22 in May 2016. His interests include reading
a wide range of fiction and travel. In January this year he took his first independently
planned overseas holiday to Thailand which gave him the opportunity to meet many other young people from around the
world. Mithun’s future plans may involve setting up a small business with two friends, utilising his engineering skills, however
he’s still considering his options.
To most Rostrum members, the Albert Apponyi Contest provides an opportunity to relax and have fun. However, to a handful
who can remember the influence Albert had on the Rostrum movement and on our lives in particular, it provides an opportunity to remember a great Rostrum identity.
Thanks also to all those who helped organize this event. Fmn Paul Wilkins took the chair, Fmn Barry Dixon and Alan Strickland
controlled the sound system and Stephen Watts recorded and processed the video and the photo of Mithun. Food and drinks
were once more organized by my wife Marilyn. Sincere thanks to all who participated or helped organize this event on behalf of
the Freemans Council.
Fmn Hartley Hyde
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CLUB 22 ANNIVERSARY LUNCH

Rostrum Club 22 is celebrating its
40th birthday on Saturday 30 March
2019. It will be lunch (own cost),
with birthday cake supplied in a venue to be confirmed. We’re preparing
a brief history of the club and compiling a photo montage of past &
present members and some of the
highlights from those times.

OFFICE BEARERS 2019
At the Dais Quarterly meeting on 13th November, the following members were elected to the
Dais Executive for 2019:
President: Fmn Rod Ellis (Club 9)
Vice President: Fmn Gillian Kirkbride (Club 1)

Secretary: Margaret Davidson (Club 26)
Treasurer: Fmn Paul Wilkins (Clubs 1 & 9)

We would love you join us!

Committee: Fmn David Knight (Club 3), Vincent Mraz (Club 7), Fmn Barry Dixon (Club 20),
and Fmn Gabriela Proc (Club 22).

Gabriela Proc
Club 22 Membership

The following non-executive officers were confirmed at the meeting:

IT’S ICOM, BUT NOT AS WE KNOW IT!!

Webmaster: Fmn Phil Davis (Club 18)

LET’S START THE YEAR ON A STRONG NOTE
TIME TO COME TOGETHER TO LEARN &
SHARE
DAIS SPONSERED FREE EVENT FOR ALL MEMBERS INCLUDING
2019 ROSTRUM CLUB OFFICE BEARERS (New & Experienced)

Venue: Burnside Community Hall
Date: Thursday 14th Feb 2019
Time: 6.30pm for 7.00pm start – finish
9pm
Program will include:
SA/NT Rostrum 2019 Vision Overview
Proposed Direct Marketing Strategy 2019 Overview
Group Workshop – Office Bearers (ie President, Secretary,
Treasurer, Program Manager, Membership Manager,
Dais/Committee Rep., Website & Face book)
Interactive Q&A Forum
Supper provided

Facebook Co-ordinator: Nic Thiele (Club 32)
Editor of ‘WORD’, Rostrum Newsletter: Shirley
Dawkins (Club 22)
Congratulations to Paul Wilkins, Gabi Proc, Phil
Davis and Shirley Dawkins for taking on their
new roles. I am sure you will join me in thanking: outgoing Treasurer Graham Hagger, outgoing Webmaster Neil Murray and outgoing
‘WORD’ editor Tracey Korsten for their great
work for several years. All these roles are vital
to the life of Rostrum in our zone. Neil has relinquished the zone webmaster role so he can
focus on his new role as National Webmaster
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PENGUIN VISIT TO GLENELG ROSTRUM

On Tuesday October 9 Glenelg Rostrum (Club 34) welcomed a visit from the Glenelg Penguin Group. We were the more delighted when they brought with them friends from the Brighton Penguins. Most of those present are shown in the photograph
taken after the meeting by Stephen Watts. Unfortunately some visitors needed to leave immediately.
The meeting was chaired by Robert Cunningham (second from the right in the back row), the Rostrum Coach Gillian Kirkbride
(extreme left) analysed the Penguins’ speeches and Penguin Advisor Pam Stainer (fourth from the right in the back row) analysed the speeches given by Rostrum members.
The evening’s program comprised biographical speeches prepared about those people who have been honoured by having an
Adelaide street named after them. Danielle Mazurkiewicz (white with black horizontal stripes) led the way with her speech
about George Grote. This was Danielle’s second Rostrum speech and we are confident you will see her perform often in years
to come.
Lola Hede (left too early for the photograph) told us about Queen Victoria and the significance of the central square named in
her honour. Evon Summers (white with blue vertical stripes) described some of the exploits of Sir John Morphett. Gillian Baker
(second from the left in the front row) related the sad story of Matthew Flinders and Alan Strickland (far right in the back row)
told us about Charles Hindley.
The final biography was entitled Wakefield without specifying which one. The street is named after Daniel, but his brother Edward is better known. Denise Harris (left end of the front row) found an imaginative solution to the problem by presenting this
as a direct speech from Edward to his brother Daniel.
Hartley Hyde (third from right in the back row) described a dinner meeting held in 1871 to celebrate the thirty-fifth anniversary
of settlement. Special guests were 520 old, male colonists who had arrived before 1841. Hartley set a table topic by asking
what people would say if they could address that meeting.
Gillian Baker helped me plan the meeting and we were both delighted with the outcome. We hope to return the visit next year.

Hartley Hyde
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WAKERVILLE CLUB CHARTER LUNCH

It was a sparkling warm winter’s day; Wednesday, 29 August
and twenty-four Rostrum members and supporters gathered
in friendship over lunch. They were celebrating the official
birth of the Walkerville Rostrum Club, Number 35 in the SA/
NT Zone, with the affable Peter Martindale presiding.
The Walkerville Provisional Club has met on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month at the RSL Club on Walkerville Terrace since the 5th April 2017. The Charter luncheon the first
lunch time Rostrum club in SA since clubs for about 40 years.
The provisional club had been established and nurtured by
Peter Martindale, and Maureen and Patrick
Bourke.
For one of the founding members, Patrick
Bourke, there was a sense of déjà vu as he
had been on the Committee, which started
Club 23 (Mondays at lunch time) and was
the Foundation President. Founding Member John Pohl who had attended since the
beginning, proposed the toast to Rostrum
with wit and style. He likened Rostrum to the
additive, MSG. which improves flavour of
food. It was, he said very appropriate to use
the acronym for Rostrum, where it stood for
Meeting, Speaking and Greeting – to improve
the quality and flavour of our personal communication.
In responding, Heather Layton, the Club’s first
Coach, recalled that she, like so many members, had joined Rostrum with a view to staying for two years
to give herself time to acquire the confidence and skills she
wanted to develop for her work. Twenty years later, having
succumbed to the comradery, entertainment and interest of
Rostrum meetings she now looked to many more years of
membership.
Zone President, Rod Ellis, presented the Charter and inducted
13 of the 17 members, (four being unable to attend because
of work and family commitments.) Then departing from the
Agenda, the Zone President presented Peter, Maureen and
Patrick with bronze medallions in recognition of their endeavours in establishing the club.

The official program ended with a formal toast to the new
Club by Carmel Westbrook, who relived her delighted
surprise at the friendliness that enveloped her when she
tentatively came to a meeting for the first time as a visitor. Graham Webster (member and Local Councillor) replied to the toast emphasising the place that the club had
already made for itself in the Walkerville community and
how much the Club had to offer.
A number of visitors spontaneously rose to compliment
the Club and wished it well. Following encouragement
from President Peter, the former RSL Club President,

Norm Coleman was generous with his support in congratulating the new club. He said he was delighted that they
could support this venture and he would visit again soon.
Peter then closed the meeting and thanked all for attending
Finally, the new Club is grateful for the support of the
Nest Bistro and its owner, Jim who has been instrumental
in our journey. One of the benefits bringing depth to our
meetings is that we meet afterwards for lunch at Jim’s
restaurant.

