WORD
Rostrum SA Newsletter
NOVEMBER 2017

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
We are nearing the end of the Rostrum year and, if you are like me, you are probably wondering “where did it
go?”
Highlights of 2017
I believe it has been a good year. Some of the highlights were:
A Provisional Rostrum Club has commenced at Walkerville and hopes to be affiliated in 2018.
Voice of Youth (VOY) was again very successful and well supported by most members.
Anniversary Lunch at Glenelg Golf Club showcased some emerging talent from our clubs.
Club 7 had a great year celebrating its 3,000th meeting and winning the Founder Alan Crook Award.
Speaker of the Year (SOY) attracted more entrants than in recent years and was won for the third time
by Tracey Korsten.
A very successful Facebook Workshop was run by Nic Thiele and Dale Jackson to introduce our members to the wonderful world of social media. If we don’t embrace this world we will be left behind.
A surprised Gabi Proc won the Albert Apponyi Impromptu Speaking Competition.
I have visited all the wonderful clubs in this vibrant zone (except two). Thank you all for your fellowship and
demonstration of Rostrum skills. Don’t worry Clubs 20 and 33, I am coming!
Club Business Meeting
By now most clubs will have elected their office bearers for 2018. Thank you to those who have served your
clubs over the last year and congratulations to the members who have put up their hands to guide their clubs
through 2018. We join Rostrum to improve our skills in public speaking and meeting procedure but, just as we
have learned from others, we need to share our skills with those newer members as they start their public
speaking journey. The continued success of Rostrum is reliant on members putting back into the organisation.
Vision and planning for 2018
Incoming Officers Meeting (ICOM) is being coordinated by Rosanne Calabrese and helpers and will be held
at the Burnside Community Centre on Thursday 8th February.
Our hardworking VOY team is continuing for another year. (Refer VOY Report)
A training session on public speaking for new Rostrum members has been developed by Gabi Proc and we
expect to run the initial session in April.
More helpers are required to help plan and organise Anniversary Lunch and Speaker of the Year plus an
Archivist is also needed.
I would like to see another new club start. Does anyone have any ideas? Anyone want to help?
What is your vision for 2018? I urge you to think about this during your well earned end of year break. Please
contact me if you have any ideas you want to pursue or develop.

Fmn Rod Ellis
SA/NT Zone President

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 8TH

Incoming Officers’ Meeting

APRIL

Public Speaking Workshop

APRIL 3RD

Entries close for Voice of Youth

APRIL 6TH

Voice of Youth Film Night

What is your
vision for
2018?

Page 2

WORD
Rostrum SA Newsletter

EDITOR’S LETTER
Take some time over the holidays
to look at public speaking resources and forums

The end of the year heralds, for most of us, a break from the norm. Many workplaces shut down, at least for the Christmas
week; business slows to subsistence levels; and Rostrum itself goes into a hiatus.
I think it is a great time for each of us to reflect on the year that has passed and plan for the one to come. This includes reflecting on our Rostrum/public speaking journey. In order to become better speakers, it behoves us to look at the speeches we’ve
done through the year, collate the feedback we have had from coaches and colleagues, and map out ideas we’d like to pursue
in 2018. Doing the same old, safe speeches, over-and-over, will not help us improve or grow: either as speakers, or as people!
Take some time over the holidays to look at public speaking resources and forums. Here are some ideas to get you started:

https://speakerhub.com/ (Great all-round website for speakers, with a wealth of resources)
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1742397 (speaker group on LinkedIn)
https://www.thebusinesswomanmedia.com/overcoming-fear-public-speaking/ (great resource-rich website, especially for
women)
http://www.professionalspeakers.org.au/

I wish to thank Rod Ellis and Neil Murray for their support over this, my first year as editor. I am happy to be continuing in this
role next year, and hope to improve my newsletter skills whilst keeping our community informed.
Enjoy your up-coming end-of-year club meeting , have a peaceful and fulfilling festive season, and I look forward to being with
you again in 2018.

Tracey Korsten
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ALBERT APPONYI IMPROMPTU SPEAKING COMPETITION
The Albert Apponyi Contest has been held in the open air, on an evening in early November, since 1981. In all that time, it
has only rained twice, and on one of those occasions there was a large, empty tent on an adjacent block. This year’s Contest
therefore continued a longstanding tradition of yet another perfect afternoon.
The event is structured so that each speaker has just eight minutes to prepare a three-minute short notice speech. The topics are carefully prepared in pairs so that contestants can choose one of two speeches to speak to. This year the topics were
prepared by Fmn Gill Kirkbride. Thanks Gill.
Here is the resulting program:

Robert

Cunningham

It will be all right on the night.

Max

Banfield

Conservation is survival.

Tracey

Korsten

It wasn’t me.

Fmn

Maureen

Bourke

Once upon a time.

Fmn

Gabiriela

Proc

All dressed up and nowhere to go.

Peter

Carratt

My dream holiday.

Colleen

Milton

Embracing diversity.

Christopher

Gellie

Everyone’s a winner.

Heather

Williams

Knock me down with a feather.

Darien

Just

The art of communication.

Fmn

The speeches were adjudicated by Fmn Rod Ellis, Fmn Peter Martindale and Fmn Hartley Hyde. The winner was Fmn Gabi
Proc of Club 22. Well done Gabi. Prior to that, the most recent winner from Club 22 was Peter Brooks in 1987.

We are very pleased that Shane Apponyi, his wife Annette and their son Jacobwere able to attend. It is good to meet up coming generations of the Apponyi family. Shane helped Fmn Rod make the presentations to Gabi: a $50 cheque from
Rostrum, an ornate wooden perpetual trophy carved by Silvio Apponyi and then
there is a very valuable keepsake, also provided by Silvio, which consists of a
small bronze cast of one of Australia’s woodland creatures.

To most Rostrum members, the Albert Apponyi Contest provides an opportunity to relax and have fun. However, to a handful
who can remember the influence Albert had on the Rostrum movement and on our lives in particular, it provides an opportunity to remember a great Rostrum identity.
Fmn Paul Wilkins took the chair, Fmn Barry Dixon and Alan Strickland controlled the sound system and Stephen Watts recorded and processed the video. Food and drinks were once more organized by my wife Marilyn. Sincere thanks to all who
participated or helped organize this event on behalf of the Freeman’s Council.

Fmn Hartley Hyde
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SPEAKER OF THE YEAR GRAND FINAL
The final was held on Sunday 15th October at the Hackney Hotel. Dennis Walsh very capably chaired the final. The finalists
were: - Robin Genders (Club 9), Margaret Davidson (Club 26), Tracey Korsten (Club 20), Connor Verrall (Club 34), Cameron
Raynes (Club 33) and Helen Bowen (Club 26). In a very even and high standard final, Tracey Korsten was announced as the
winner. This makes Tracey the first three time winner of the competition. Congratulations Tracey!
As well as the trophies awarded to the winner, all contestants received prize money courtesy of the Freeman Jack Gerard
bequest. Unfortunately Jack’s son, Anthony Gerard, was an apology due to health reasons.
I thank all the Rostrum members who helped on the day and also at the Qualifying final. In particular I thank Barry Dixon for
his work in preparation in the months before the event and his work in setting up on the day. The event went well but I still
don’t know how we get Rostrum members to book early! 80 members and guests attended but only half that number had
booked a week before the final, causing catering difficulties.
We have had some feedback on the catering and the length of time between Qualifying heats and Final. Barry and I have met
to review the competition, and we are looking at restricting the competition to the first 18 entrants next year. This may require
a rule change which will need Dais approval. We are also looking at changing the venue so, if you know of an appropriate
venue, please let Barry or me know. Another person is also required on the organising committee.

Rod Ellis
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FACEBOOK-FOR-ROSTRUM WORKSHOP
In early October Rostrum SA/NT held a internal training session for its members on Facebook & its benefits for Rostrum in 2017
and beyond.
With just under 20 members from across the state attending, Nic Thiele & Dale Jackson delivered a fantastic presentation that
was not only informative but was interactive and conversation provoking. Topics discussed included scontent creation, brand
advertising and marketing for Rostrum as whole. This session was well received by all attendees and discussion are already underway for further training as well as looking at creating a media footprint for the Rostrum Voice Of Youth.
These are exciting times as Rostrum embraces the digital age so we strongly recommend, please if you have any questions Nic &
Dale’s information is listed below.
Nic Thiele
nic.thiele@gmail.com
Dale “T Bear” Jackson
bearlytrending@gmail.com

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2018
At the Dais Quarterly Meeting on 14th November, the following members were elected to the Dais Executive for 2018:
President :
Rod Ellis (Club 9)
Vice President: Gillian Kirkbride (nee Harvie – Clubs 1 & 9)
Secretary :
Margaret Davidson (club 26)
Treasurer:
Graham Hagger (club 32)
Committee:
David Knight (Club 3)
Barry Dixon (Club 20)
Vincent Mraz (Club 7)
Paul Wilkins (Club s 1 & 9)
Congratulations to new executive members Margaret Davidson, Vincent Mraz and Paul Wilkins. I thank retiring executive members Shirley Reed, Rosanne Calabrese and Richard Geyer, plus Heather Margrison who resigned
earlier in the year, for their significant contributions over many years of valued service. I also thank those Dais representatives who have completed their term of office. The Dais representative has an extremely important role to play
as a conduit between Dais and the clubs. I look forward to working with the new Dais representatives in 2018.
The following non- executive officers have confirmed that they will continue in 2018:
Webmaster : Neil Murray (Club 23)
Facebook Co-ordinator: Nic Thiele (Club 32)
Editor of ‘WORD’ (Rostrum Newsletter): Tracey Korsten (Club 20)
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VOICE OF YOUTH REPORT AND INFORMATION FOR 2018
Notwithstanding the Voice of Youth “year” for 2017 has finalised with the very successful National Finals in Brisbane late
in July, your VOY Team has been quite active in preparing for the 2018 event.
ON-LINE REGISTRATION SYSTEM
SA/NT VOY will be moving to the on-line registration system for 2018 for students to enter the competition. Previously we
have been operating on a paper based system, however, most of the other Zones have very successfully been using the
On-Line System developed several years ago by the National Webmaster. Heather Layton has been pro-active in examining the User Manual and has had Q&A telephone hook-up calls with the folk in the Eastern States, who are very generously making time available to help us. We are confident this system will work well for us too.
VOLUNTEER FORMS AND TRAINING
We have also been reviewing some of the material in the kits and any changes will be explained during the Training day on
Sat April 28th 2018.
MOUNT GAMBIER AND DISTRICT COMPETITION
I made a courtesy visit to Mount Gambier on October 26 th/ 27th, to meet with the manager from the Bendigo Bank, Tracy
Koop and her Community Assistant. Our application for the annual grant is in hand with their Board Meeting due to be
held on Dec 1st 2017. At this stage, we are progressing on the basis the funding will be approved.
I also met with the English and Humanities Teacher of Grant High School, Liam Goodfellow, with the view of having the
school host the 2018 SE competition for us. Within 2 hours of me seeing him, he sent an email back saying YES, so we
have a venue secured for next year. Peter Martindale has agreed that he and no doubt his fellow Club 9 members will
again run the competition in 2018 – thank you Peter and Team.
CITY HEATS / SEMI FINALS
Immanuel College has again been secured to host our City Heats and Semi-Finals in their magnificent Margaret Ames
Centre.
ZONE FINALS – 2018
We have written to The Speaker seeking permission to hold our 2018 Finals in their main chamber again. Notwithstanding
there will be a State Election in March 2018, which may “disrupt” matters, we will continue to advocate to hold our Finals
there. Further respectful and diplomatic representations may be necessary.
FUND RAISING FILM EVENING – APRIL 2018
We are considering holding a Film evening event, as has been done a number of years ago, rather than holding a Quiz
Night. The Regal Theatre (formerly the Chelsea), in Kensington, still operates these and the Manager there, is keen to
make this happen for us. “Watch this space”.
DONATION
Fmn Gabriela Proc, Club 22, has very generously donated $1,000.00 to VOY for the 2018 competition. Thank you, Gabi –
very much appreciated. This will help us with expenses such as travel assistance for country students.
DATES for 2018
Entries Close
Tuesday April 3rd
Film Evening (TBC)
Friday April 6th
Training Session / Coaches Council Meeting Saturday April 28th
South East Heats
Wednesday May 9th
City Heats
Saturday May 12th
Semi-Finals
Saturday May 26th
SA/NT Zone Finals
Saturday June 23rd
National Finals (Perth)
Saturday July 28th
Einer Herringe
SA/NT VOY Coordinator
Mob 0439 080 547

